GRAYSON COUNTY SPECIAL EDUCATION SSA
MINUTES

June 24, 2026

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Russell at 10:32 a.m. The meeting was held at 400 W. Tutt St., Howe, TX. 

Members Present: Josh Weger,Heather Hale, Ritchie Bowling, Jeff Russell, Josh Ballinger, Steve Goodman, Ryan Harper, Brian Garner

Guest Present: Dr. Harold Colson (Interim Superintendent for Collinsville), Emilie Vest (business manager, Grayson County SSA)

Ms. Russell reviewed classroom and service updates. The elementary life skills classroom in Howe will need to split due to increasing enrollment. Ms. Russell shared information regarding funding for EE/PK students pushing into PK teachers’ classrooms who are special education certified. Ms. Russell asked that campus registrars notify the Co-op when they receive records requests from other districts if the student is a special education student. 

Ms. Russell shared special education funding updates, including the plan to get the students tiered under the new funding model.

Ms. Russell shared updates regarding the Autism grant and how the money would be spent.

The monthly budget was reviewed. A motion was made by Ryan Harper and seconded by Ritchie Bowling. The motion passed 9-0.

The 2026-27 Co-op budget was presented by Renee Chote and Lacy Russell. The fund balance will be utilized to lower the cost for district pay-in for the 26-27 school year. A budget amendment will be done and presented at next month’s meeting. A motion was made by Josh Ballinger and seconded by Ritchie Bowling. The motion passed 9-0. 
	
Ms. Russell recommended the following for 2026-27 hire:
Abby Bennett (Howe), Sahvanna Codina (SLP-A), Rachel Gentry (SLP). A motion was made by Ritchie Bowling and seconded by Harold Colson. The motion passed 9-0.
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